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PITCH

The uprisings in many countries have their distinctive features, but also a common 
denominator. It is the young who are the driving force behind the revolts. Times are 
tough for the younger generation. For the first time since World War II, the children of a 
generation will live more poorly than their parents. Yesterday it was the elderly who were 
poor. Today, it is many young people who live precariously, with an uncertain future. 

Why is our current societies’ functioning called into question? 

Towards what kind of world are we heading? How can each one of us preserve our 
fundamental freedom of deciding about our own fate?

60 young people telling their stories in 30 countries around the world.
Through their eyes and their experience, you will discover the stories behind the protests 
and the scourges of our societies.

"We aren’t goods in the hands of politicians and bankers; we want transparent politics that can be defined as the 
convergence of everyone towards a way of life based on simplicity, solidarity and responsibility..."

 One of the slogans at recent demonstrations
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THE SERIES
‘‘[...] ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country.’’

John F. Kennedy

FROM HOPE TO LUCIDITY AND CITIZENS’ AWARENESS!

“75 million workers under the age of 25 are unemployed throughout the world. What does 
the future have in store for them?”

‘‘I wanted this series to be the witness of a globalized 
social movement. As young people started this movement 
it was appropriate that they should be given the floor. My 
question derives from the title of the series: are they ready 
to invent their future? 

The French journalist Émile de Girardin once said: “To 
govern is to foresee”. However, all governments are failing 
today, both in the north and in the south. The crisis is 
everywhere and there are no solutions anywhere... I think 
history will record the failure of a gangrenous economic 
system, irresponsible policies, leaders who governed above 
their means and who never took the young generation into 
consideration. They have selfishly mortgaged the future 
of the young who are struggling to find their place in a 
sterile world, by entrusting that very future to greedy and 
unscrupulous financial institutions. 

The horizon of the crisis we are going through, or rather 
are subjected to, confirms a social, political, economic, 
cultural and globally disastrous situation. Regardless of 
the failure being right-wing or left-wing, it is the same 
everywhere.

Spurred by this observation, I created this series with 
an aim to let young people around the world 
express themselves freely and without being 
censored, as should be the case in a true democracy. I 
was extremely surprised and amazed when I discovered 
the extent of the damage revealed by their concerns. They 
testify intelligently, aptly and with feeling about a world in 
disarray, a world they would like to shape with new values 
and new hopes if only we involved them in the process of 
change.

Youth movements have emerged. They are outraged and 
they have demonstrated because a better world is possible.

So discover the lucidity, the dreams, the anger, the 
outspokenness, sometimes naivety, the aspirations and 
the creative ability of the young generation who no longer 
trusts their governments but is fighting and struggling 
in a world dominated by greed, a hostile world without 
horizon.’’

Nasser BAKHTI



Young and Ready to Invent the Future
© Troubadour Films 2014

5

THE CREW

A series created, produced and directed by
Nasser Bakhti

Production
Troubadour Films - Geneva

Camera
Loïc Oswald
www.loswald.com/

Editing
Béatrice Bakhti 
Pierre Belli 
Christine Brunner
Ana Acosta 
Georges A. Santiago 

Synchronisation
Sabine Lhommet
Gwenaël Grossfeld
Julien Dumoulin
Pierre Belli

Sound design
François Wolf
FWSTUDIO
http://francoiswolf.blogspot.ch/

Graphic Design :
Julien Dumoulin
Didier Mulheim

Videodesign and color correction
Julien Dumoulin
Studio Troubadour Films

Website
Cadratin
www.cadratin.com

Trailer
Christine Brunner
Chan Won-Park
Julien Dumoulin

Translation and subtitles
French/English
Clarissa Hull
www.clartexte.com

Broadcasting and distribution collaborators
Ali Aït Mouhoub
www.numidiafilms.com

Ali Agraniou
www.diverscites.ch

Music
Marcel Vaid (opening titles music),
Nasser Bakhti (music illustration episodes)

Research & Documentation
Nasser Bakhti

Production assistants
Laure Bonvin
Clément Ndzana
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

CHILE
coordinators :   Rodrigo Salinas
   Ana Campusano
camera:   Rodrigo Salinas
sound :    Claudio Parra
music :   Raul Peña Muñoz
production assistant :  Pía Argagnon
research :  Rodrigo Salinas
   Pía Argagnon
archives :   Rodrigo Salinas

SENEGAL
coordinator :   Clément Ndzana
camera :   Fabacary Assymby Coly
   Pierre Lecomte
sound :    Demba Thiam
location manager :  Mustapha Seck
end credits music :  Red Black
translation wolof :  Abou Ba

SPAIN
coordinator :   Ali Ait Mouhoub
camera :   Isabel Maria Ruiz
sound :   Jésus Espada
translation :   Francisco Jose Colomer Pache

ALGERIA
coordinator:   Ali Aït Mouhoub
camera :   Isabel Maria Ruiz
   Yacine Goucem
sound :    Jésus Espada
   Mohamed Ould Taleb
   Zidane Mouloud
translation (Berber):  Djamel Ait Ifene 
   (Nova Film Production)
   Lyès Amokrane
translation (Arabic): Nasser Bakhti
music :    Democratoz
   Kamel Messaoudi
   Matoub Lounes
   Mohamed Rouane

in cooperation with
the algerian press : Le journal El Watan 
   www.elwatan.com
   Le journal La Liberté 
   www.liberte-algerie.com
MJIC (Mouvement de la Jeunesse Indépendante pour le 
Changement)
www.facebook.com/MJICAlgeria
La Ligue Algérienne pour la Défense des Droits de 
l’Homme (LADDH) : www.algerie-laddh.org

FRANCE
coordinators :   Agnès Fanget (Paris),
   Jean-Pierre Lagrange (Lyon)
camera :   Sylvain Georges
   Sabine Lhommet
   Nicolas Folliet
sound :    Yves Capus
   Pierre-Louis Vine

CANADA
coordinators:  Mathieu Lefort
   Loïc Oswald
camera :   Loïc Oswald
sound :    Mathieu Lefort
text revision  :  Geneviève et Walter Fuellemann

INDIA
coordinator :  Kamal Musale, Curry Western  
   Productions Pvt. Ltd
   www.curry-western.com
camera :  Kamal Musale
camera assistant: Sainath Ravi 
sound:    Raju 
interviews conducted by Nandita Dutta
line production:  Curry Western Productions Pvt
Hindi translation
and transcriptions : Comtranslation

UNITED STATES
coordinator/camera : Loïc Oswald
sound :   Emmanuel Germond
text revision :  Geneviève et Walter Fuellemann
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TUNISIA
coordinator:   Beyram Ben Ahmed 
director:  Naima Bachiri
camera:   Loïc Oswald
sound:   Foued Thebet
translation Arabic  Kamel Ayari 
music :    Cheikh Imam
   Ahmed Fouad Negm
   by the HESS band
   interpreted by Lobna Noomene
original score and
interpretation :  Jihed Khmiri
radio music :   “Houmani”
   Hamzaoui Med Amine & Kafon

MOROCCO
coordinator:  Younes Belghazi
director:   Naima Bachiri
camera:   Loïc Oswald
sound:     Hamza Mahfoudi

MEXICO 
coordinator:  Rodrigo Salinas
in cooperation with UrgenciaMX
   MOVIMIENTO paz
camera:   Rodrigo Salinas
sound:   Pía Argagnon
research:  Pía Argagnon
   Rodrigo Salinas

GREECE
coordinator:   filmfabrik Productions
   www.filmfabrik.gr
in cooperation with Multimedia Team   
   Syntagmatos Athens.
   RealDemocracyGr
camera:   Anastasia Christoforidou                  
sound:   Giannis Fragkoulis  
translation Greek: Thalia Prassa 

UKRAINE
coordinator:    Ruslan Batytskyi
camera:    Anya Borysova
sound:   Mykola Plahotniyk
translation Ukrainian:  Marina Starik 

BRAZIL
coordinator:  Erika Ceconi
camera:   Rodrigo Salinas
sound:   Pía Argagnon
research:   Pía Argagnon 
   Rodrigo Salinas
translator Portuguese

JAPAN
coordinator:  Gwenaël Grossfeld
camera:   Loïc Oswald
transcriptions and
translations :  Comtranslation 

PALESTINE
coordinators:   Fares Shahine
   Nabil Diab
camera:  Tarek Chabat
sound:   Khaled Al Achkar
research :  Fares Shahine 
music :    Mohamad Zohd 
   singer for the
   KHATA MATBAAI band
archives and medias
cooperation :   MEDIA 24 
manager :   Khaled Ashqar
camera :   Houssein Jaber
photograph :   Shady Assar
filmmaker/photograph : Zohir Najjar 
producer:   Ahmad Fayoumi
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CHILE 
NUNCA MÁS SILENCIOSOS / NEVER EVER SILENT AGAIN
 

Chile has been in full social transformation in 2011. Students vividly protested against the exponential cost 
of education in their country. Initially ignored by the authorities, the movement has been increasing in scale as 
secondary school students and the majority of the population have been joining in. This student protest has caught 
the government unawares. During these demonstrations, the banners clearly expressed their discontent. Cornered, 
the government wanted to negotiate with Camila Vallejo, who was the head of the student movement.

In order to study, nearly 70% of the younger generation have no other choice than to take out loans.

SANTIAGO CAMILA VALLEJO

Camila was the president of the Federación de 
Estudiantes de la Universidad de Chile (FECH) in 2011. 
This 23-year-old woman, who was preparing a thesis in 
geography, is an expert on the political situation of her 
country. She intends to obtain a complete reform of the 
Chilean education system - against the government of 
President Sebastian Piñera.

 
LLAY-LLAY RAÚL PEÑA MUÑOZ

26-year-old Raúl Peña Muñoz is the son of a popular 
musician. He is a music teacher and up to his neck in 
debt because education is being extremely expensive. 
He has decided to protest against the State’s tendency to 
turn education into a commodity. Strongly determined 
to challenge the enemy, tireless, Raúl wants to win over 
the largest possible number of people for this struggle 
involving commitment and exposure of lies.
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SENEGAL
TAYYI NAGNOU! / FED UP WITH BEING THE BLACKS OF...
 

On July 23 and 27, 2011 thousands of Senegalese made the headlines when they clearly manifested their opposition 
to the government and the many excesses of the political class. In particular, they protested against a bill giving 
President Abdoulaye Wade (85) a third term of office and letting his son succeed him.
The protest movement «Enough’s enough» has led an intense campaign to call for a change, a mission in which 
the young people have taken a crucial part.
On 26 February 2012, the 5.3 million citizens registered on the electoral lists were called to the polls. They asked 
the father of the nation to withdraw with dignity.  

THIES  MOR TALLA MANE 

Mor Talla is a 26-year-old Senegalese man, who lives 
with his mother. He currently works as a pharmacy 
assistant, pending a job that corresponds better to 
his profile. He is an activist in the social movement 
«Enough’s enough» - a group that mobilizes the young 
generation and protests against the excesses of the 
government, and makes proposals about the education 
of the population. 

DAKAR MBAYANG DIAW

27-year-old Mbayang Diaw has an advanced vocational 
training certificate, a technical diploma, as well as a BA 
in marketing under her belt, but she finds no job. She 
has resigned herself to taking an umpteenth job as a 
secretary trainee, in order to have at least an occupation, 
pending a more suitable place of work. Just like her, the 
majority of young people do not know whether they will 
be able to leave their parents’ home to be autonomous. 
The corruption and the indifference of the elite are the 
source of their profound feeling of injustice.
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SPAIN
LAS PROMESAS ROTAS / BROKEN PROMISES

 

It all started on May 15 2011. Tens of thousands of people manifested in Madrid and in other Spanish cities. Students, 
unemployed people and workers on the poverty line, all filled with the same indignation. Although the 
mobilization united Spaniards of all ages, the majority of the protesters were young people directly affected by the crisis. 
The protesters demanded more transparency in the political party funding system. They primarily asked the government 
to focus on young people’s unemployment, one of the highest in Europe. An entire generation feels excluded and 
demonstrates since 2011 for a "real democracy".

 

MADRID   PALOMA VALE

Paloma Vale is a 29-year-old woman living in Madrid. 
After successfully completing an interior architecture 
degree, she shares a flat with others and had to take a job 
as a waitress to pay her bills and her rent. Paloma does 
a lot of volunteer work on behalf of several associations. 
She sincerely believes that a more just and honest world 
is possible.

VALENCIA   MANUEL SILVESTRE GRANADOS

Manuel Granados is a 29-year-old man who still lives 
with his mother because he cannot afford to pay a 
rent. Having been unemployed ever since studying 
architecture, he is faced with the continuous struggle of 
finding a job. He fiercely protests against all the waste 
and corruption undermining his country’s institutions. 
He spends time in associative movements which gives 
him the impression of being of some use.
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ALGERIA
        / THE BATTLE OF THE FUTURE
 

If Africa were to have a revolutionary people, presumably they would be Algerian: a people of warriors since the 
dawn of time; an ethnically diverse people that will never give up. After so many internal and external wars, their 
thirst for freedom is intact. There is still a great deal of injustice. The findings are staggering for this giant African 
country: unemployment affects 70% of the young generation.
The Algerian youth is preparing quietly in a country that does not resemble its neighbours. The controversial reelection 
of the sick and authoritarian president Abdelaziz Bouteflika for a fourth term on the 17th of April 2014 looks like 
another obstacle to the wind of change hoped by the population.

ALGIERS IMAD BOUBERKI

26-year-old Imad Bouberki is studying for a law degree. 
He is a member of the Movement of Young Independents 
for Change (MJIC), a pioneer social youth movement. 
Imad has been attentively following the events in the 
Maghreb and in the world, noting similar claims as the 
ones made by the young generation in all districts of the 
Algerian capital. 

TIZI-OUZOU  DJAMILA HESSAM

Djamila is 26. She lives in a small village with her 
parents, her two brothers and her four sisters. Her 
internship as a lawyer allows her to rub shoulders 
with activists from several parties as well as with trade 
unionists. She has gradually been developing her own 
convictions about the future of the young Algerian 
generation. Her admiration for the courage of the 
young Tunisians has given her the hope that the young 
Algerian people’s aspirations to be finally regarded as 
citizens will bear fruit. 
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FRANCE
AUX URNES, CITOYENS! / TO THE POLLS, CITIZENS! 
 

In May 2012, France was caught in its presidential elections. A hundred days before, the financial rating agency Stan-
dard & Poor’s decided to demote France by withdrawing its triple A. As a result, the financial crisis became the 
most important issue in the ideological fight between the two traditional right-wing and left-wing political parties, 
as well as other issues like violence in some suburbs, unemployment and retirement pensions. The young 
people from the suburbs felt left out, confined to their council housing estates. Tensions and clashes with the author-
ities ensue daily. In this tense political atmosphere, the French finally decided to punish former president Nicolas 
Sarkozy by electing the socialist François Hollande and his promises of changes. 

PARIS ROMAIN JAMMES

24 years old Romain is one of the founders of the Réseau 
Jeunes of the Parti de Gauche, a party which is part of 
the political coalition «Front de Gauche». This young 
communication manager fights for an anti-capitalist 
society and asks for more social equalities through 
speeches attacking former president Nicolas Sarkozy 
and his unfair political decisions 

LYON  JENNY BESSOUD

Jenny is a 30 years old HR manager, representative and 
member of the Jeunes Actifs de l’UMP (the party of 
former president Nicolas Sarkozy) for the department 
of the Rhône. She is an activist in Lyon, a traditionally 
left-winged city.
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CANADA
POTS AND PANS, NECESSARY DISILLUSIONMENTS 
 

On February 13th 2012 began the longest student protest in the history of Quebec, to protest against 
the increase of tuition fees required by the liberal majority. As the mobilization became more and more important, 
the government tried to control the numerous demonstrations by voting the Bill 78. Using only pots and pans as a 
symbol for their struggle to obtain an affordable education, the students eventually managed to force the government 
to back off, after months of a long power struggle.

TORONTO MELISSA PALERMO

20 years old Melissa is the education vice-president at 
Ryerson Student’s Union. She is finishing her studies 
in Art and New Media. She wears a red square cloth to 
support the students from Quebec and campaign into 
the association «Drop Fees» for a free and accessible 
education in Ontario.

MONTREAL  JONATHAN BEAULIEU

Jonathan, 28, lives with his father and finishes his 
studies in 3D animation. In debt, he condemns the 
drift of a system where money and profits often prevail 
over the human factor. Critical toward the power 
elite, he wishes that politics were more adapted to the 
population’s needs.
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INDIA
         / THE CHILDREN OF MOTHER INDIA
 

The Indians have been rising up against the corruption blighting the country at all levels of society. Their 
symbol: Anna Hazare, an anti-corruption activist and an admirer of Gandhi. This 74 years old man has opted for a 
hunger strike «until death», as a means of pressure on the government.
Several forces are mobilizing in all castes to make the Indian society evolve. Many social changes are foreseeable, which 
may mark a sudden opening up to the world.

NEW DELHI SHAHEEN MUHAMMED

Shaheen is 21 and has a bachelor in communication 
and media. She is currently unemployed and working 
on directing a short film and also has personal projects 
going in her home town, New Delhi. She coordinates 
the Save Sharmila Movement, which is fighting for the 
liberation of this activist against the Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA). 

MUMBAI  RUBEN MASCARENHAS

Ruben, 24, works as a computer engineer. He has 
recently joined Anna Hazare’s growing protest 
movement against corruption, working as a coordinator 
in Mumbai. Although India’s mass movements are, at 
least for the time being, not comparable to the Arab 
countries, the - often untapped - potential of its youth 
(more than 70% of the population are less than 35 years 
old) makes Ruben hope for a positive change.
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UNITED-STATES
AMERICA, AMERICA! 
 

Being the top nation in all fields, the United States’ leadership is sometimes criticized but remains undisputed 
nevertheless. The arrival of Barack Obama as president in 2008 created resounding hope in the world. In a constitutional 
state such as the United States, there seem to be different levels of freedom. Millions of people were out in 
the street because of the traders; some grow richer and richer in an insolent manner. Despite everything, the United 
States remain a fantastic human laboratory, and maybe the new configuration that seems to be emerging in 
the new world order will once again have Uncle Sam as its epicenter. 

NEW YORK RYAN WATSON

Ryan is a 27 year-old photography student.  He thinks 
that the Americans are the most ambitious people in 
the world, which makes for a very aggressive youth. It 
is therefore likely that they will make as many errors 
as the generation currently in power. He noticed the 
fierce determination of the young demonstrators in 
Wall Street. However, he thinks that exploiting the 
movement by some denigrating media is regrettable.

CHICAGO  JACKIE SPREADBURY

Jackie lives with her father at Oak Forest, a suburb 
of Chicago. This 23 years-old chemistry student and 
dance teacher became an early activist of the «Occupy 
Chicago» movement. She denounces the lack of 
independence and freedom of the people in the current 
American society. Thanks to «Occupy», she hopes to 
take over politicians and their meaningless words and 
give concrete solutions to various issues.
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TUNISIA
       / DAWN OF DIGNITY 
 

At the end of 2010, Mohamed Bouazizi, a young street vendor, set himself on fire to protest against the daily frustrations 
he was subjected to by the police while trying to get by and support his family on his little job. His desperate deed gave rise 
to a gigantic popular movement. A very concerned crowd demanded radical changes, which the power of Ben Ali 
first ignored. The movement gained in scale, led by an over-qualified younger generation humiliated by unemployment 
which reaches an average of 24%. The spontaneity and the non-violence of the demonstrators baffled the repressive regime 
of Ben Ali in power for the previous 23 years and set a chain reaction which marked the beginning of the “Arab Spring”. 
On January 14, 2011, Ben Ali surrendered and fled with his family to Saudi Arabia.  Now, what about the Tunisians future?

TUNIS KAFFEL SOUKAINA

24 years-old Kaffel studied 3D animation cinema in 
the Tunis Art and Creation Academy. She is now trying 
to get into the Faculty of Legal Sciences. After Ben Ali 
fled on the 14th of January 2011, this independent and 
apolitical activist took an even more active part in the 
demonstrations that shook the country.

FOUCHANA  JIHED KHMIRI

Musician in the ‘Collectif percussion’ band, this 25 
years-old young man is part of the underground 
movement of Tunisia. He is an activist through his 
music, as he is convinced that only Art could make 
a difference. He doesn’t believe in politics. After the 
revolution, he participated in music workshops which 
took place in the remote villages of the country. 
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MOROCCO (postproduction)
    / BOWLED DREAM CHRONICLE
 

In 1999, Mohamed VI took over the reigns with a firm determination to transform his poor and too indebted country. 
Education helps people out of poverty and prevents it from being transmitted from generation to generation. The 
Moroccan educational system is two-tiered : private schools train the elite in French, and the public school hosts all the 
other students and offers courses in Arabic. The youth represents 30% of the country’s population. These young people 
are particularly affected by the exclusion and want to contribute more actively to the life of their country. Economically, 
the king made   significant inroads by focusing on South-South cooperation. Socially, a major advance has been made  , 
reinforced by the Constitution of 2011, which affirms the ‘‘civil and social equality between man and woman’’.

RABAT WAFA HADDIOUI

Wafa Haddioui is 23. She studies civil engineering and 
she is a member of the UECSE (the Students Union to 
Change the Education System) which campaigns for a 
better quality in education and fight against inequalities 
in Morocco.

TANGIER  ZAKARIA ALILLECH

Zakaria Alillech is 29 and lives in Tangier. He obtained 
a master’s degree in Euro-mediteranean relations and 
a master’s in Tourism Management at the Tourism 
International High Institute in Tangier. He currently 
works as a translator.
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MEXICO (postproduction)
LA RABIA DE LOS OLVIDADOS / THE ANGER OF THE FORGOTTEN ONES
 

Mexico is a giant of 112 million inhabitants, the second largest economy in South America behind Brazil. Yet despite 
the country’s wealth, Mexico’s problems in recent years can be attributed to the drug traffickers President Felipe 
Calderon has decided to combat by deploying the Mexican army (50,000 men) and by reorganizing the police. 
There have been 15,000 victims related to drug trafficking and 7,000 abductions. There are corpses 
on wastelands, in cars, behind bars, in front of shops, on the pavement, or in telephone booths... How is it to be young 
in a country where you risk being hit by a lost bullet on your way to buy bread? The anger of these young people that 
are being ignored will eventually explode.

MEXICO RAÚL ROMERO GALLARDO 

Raúl was born in 1983. He wrote a thesis about the 
‘‘Strikes for the emancipation today, the case of the 
Caracoles Zapatistas’’ and is working on a master in 
Latinoamerican studies. He works for the Social Studies 
Intsitute.  His researches are about social movements and 
alternatives constructions. He also works as a journalist 
for web medias like ‘‘Rebelión’’, ‘‘Revista Hastag’’ and 
‘‘Subversiones’’.
                      

CUERNAVACA OLIVIA CHILIAN

Olivia is 29. She was born in the city of Puebla. She 
currently lives in Cuernavaca, Morelos, where she 
works as a researcher for the National Institute of Public 
Health and in a program promoting healthier living 
habits. She is the fourth of six siblings. One of them, 
Paul Gnuyen, is said to have been murdered by the 
police in 2009. His murder has remained unpunished 
to this day, despite the existence of a witness: a friend 
Paul was with on the day of his death and who was also 
attacked.
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GREECE (postproduction)
ΤΟ ΜΕΤΕΩΡΟ ΒΉΜΑ ΤΟΥ ΟΔΥΣΣΕΑ / THE SUSPENDED STEP OF ULYSSES
 

Riddled with debt, Greece had to turn to the European Union in order to have a chance of coming through at all. The 
government announced a drastic austerity plan, and the Greeks took to the streets in the spring of 2010. In 
May of the same year, Athens finally adopted monetary tightening measures without precedent to reduce the public 
deficit of 30 billion Euro by 2014, in return for 3-year financial aid of 110 billion provided by the European Union 
and the IMF. This context gave birth to a global populism leading the extremes to grow stronger as the 
economy of the country was weaker. 

ATHENS ANDRIANI KOUKIASA

Andriani Koukiasa is a 29 year-old seismologist. She 
lives alone and has had to make great sacrifices to lead 
a decent life, but the state keeps asking her, and all her 
compatriots, for more. Despite a stable job, she thinks 
of her many peers who are struggling to find a job. Her 
analysis of the Greek economic and social environment 
is dramatic.                         

THESSALONÍKI GIORGIS SARATSIS

Giorgis is 25 years old and still lives with his parents 
and his two sisters. This trained writer has won several 
poetry awards, but despite his efforts to find a job, he is 
still unemployed, and sometimes loses all hope of ever 
finding a solution. In his daily blog, he tries to keep his 
spirits up by communicating with other people, sharing 
his job-seeking experiences. He thinks that people 
should have the courage to elaborate and establish new 
ways of regulating the financial world.
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UKRAINE (postproduction)
ПО СТОПАХ НЕНАВИСТI / IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HATRED

November 2013, tens of thousands of Ukrainians have flooded the streets of Kiev in the biggest anti-
government protest since the 2004 Orange revolution, after President Victor Yanukovych pulled out 
of the European Union trade deal under Russian pressure.
The Ukrainian people felt betrayed and their stand was not just about Europe, they were out for a decent life of 46 
million Ukrainians, they were out for a real change. The Euromaidan “Revolution” was born.

LVIV ROKSOLANA VLOKH

20 year-old Roksolana Vlokh is studying political 
science at Lviv National University. She dreams about 
reforming Ukrainian politics. She comes from an 
authentic tourist western-Ukrainian town, called Lviv.  
Her father Iaroslav 48 years old is a director of firm 
producing shoes and her mother Maryna 44 years is a 
manager of pharmacy firm.                          

DNIPROPETROVSK RUSLAN BATYTSKYI

28 year-old Ruslan Batytskyi is a film director and  
the head of the Union of Young Cinematographers 
of Ukraine. He comes from an Industrial eastern-
Ukrainian town, called Dnipropetrovsk where till 1991 
was a closed city, where the USSR developed nuclear 
weapons. Ruslan dreams of making a feature film about 
life in Ukrainian cities. His mother Liudmyla, 62 years, 
has a PhD. in Medical science at Scientific institute of 
endocrinology and metabolism.
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BRAZIL (postproduction)
DEUS E O DIABO NA TERRA DO INJUSTIÇA / 
GOD AND THE DEVIL IN THE LAND OF INJUSTICE
 
In 2013, expenses related to the organization of the Football World Cup in Brazil set off a wave of protests in the 
poorest communities. The State used the security of the World Cup as a pretext to expropriate the inhabitants of 
the favelas surrounding the majors cities. The country saw massive demonstrations and strikes during 
months. If tensions appear to have appeased during the World Cup event, the end of the World Cup and also the 
works for the Rio 2016 Olympics may mark the beginning of new protests. Despite the corruption cases that have 
shaken the political and economic environments, on October 26th 2014, Dilma Rousseff was back into office for a 
second term after a bitter election campaign with the promise to combat corruption.

RIO DE JANEIRO FILIPE PAÇANHA  

25 years old Felipe is an activist in the group “Midina 
Ninja”, an independent press organization which 
became famous by covering and broadcasting live 
the events and the violence of the military police in 
Brazil. Felipe was arrested during a demonstration, 
and the recordings made by his fellow “Ninja” upon 
his conditions of detention went viral on the social 
networks. 

SÃO PAULO  TATIANE RIBEIRO 

At 25, “Tati”, as her friends call her, is part of Juntos! 
(“Together!”), a left-wing  movement which helps the 
communities organizations in the popular districts 
and in the favelas. This feminist lives with her mother 
and works as a receptionist in a hostel. She intended 
to study journalism, but a student exchange in France 
convinced her to study gastronomy.
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JAPAN (postproduction)
福島ソナタ / FUKUSHIMA SONATA
 

Japan is a very dynamic country with a particular system where traditions are greatly valued. In 2011, an earthquake 
and a tsunami struck the full brunt of the northeast coast of Japan, causing accidents chain to the Fukushima Daiichi. 
The human toll is heavy, more than 20,000 dead or missing victims. Today, the situation has stabilized, but a colossal 
work remains to be done, to dismantle and decontaminate the area. According to a survey by public broadcaster 
NHK, 95% of Japanese say they are still anxious about the situation at Fukushima Daiichi. This tragedy has 
marked a whole generation but in his plan for economic and energetic recovery, the new Prime Minister has 
given nuclear energy a very important place in spite of the 80% of people who oppose nuclear policy.

TOKYO AKIHIKO ANDO

Akihiko Ando is 25. He graduated as a teacher from 
the University of Tokyo. However, he prefers to work 
as a salesman at a vegetables wholesale store and do 
what he is passionate about, playing saxophone in a 
rock band.

YAMAGATA  NAMI SATO

Nami Sato is 21 and lives in Yamagata. She is a student 
in Grade 4, in Media Arts at Tohoku University of Art 
and design. The village where she comes from, called 
Arahama was destroyed by the tsunami in 2011. From 
her house only the mailbox was left, her grandfather 
died, neighbors and friends too.
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PALESTINE (postproduction)
        / FROM GAZA WITH LOVE... AND GRIEF
 

Overwhelmingly supported by the people, the Israeli leaders launched a new operation on July 8th, 2014 with the aim 
of destroying Hamas and its rockets. Gaza was bombed day and night during 51 days. On the Palestinian 
territory of 360 km2, 1.8 million people were trapped in the hell of war. According to the United Nations, more than 
50,000 Gazans have lost their house, 30,000 others whose dwelling is considered uninhabitable. Even before the 
conflict, the economic situation was dire, the unemployment rate over more than 40%, a financial dependency on the 
international community and no future for young people. The majority of the infrastructures is destroyed: 
some neighborhoods have been razed to the ground. How do they get up and continue to live with dignity and resist?

GAZA FADY AL SHEIKH YOUSEF

Fady, 27, still lives with his parents, three sisters and 
brother. He obtained a Bachelor of Commerce but is 
currently unemployed for a year. He tried to open a 
production company of media communication that was 
closed by Hamas. During the Israeli military offensive 
in July 2014, he organized sessions for moral support 
to the children of Gaza. Financially, he is helped by his 
father, who works as a taxi driver.

GAZA AMANI QASSEM

Amani is a 25 years old woman who lives with her parents. 
She is studying administration in Zawaida, 15km from 
Gaza. Her father is a retired officer of the Palestinian 
Authority and Fatah activist. Amani is very active on the 
issue of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails (more than 
6,000 today). She follows Palestinian prisoners’ families 
who gather to demand their release. She lost people in her 
inner circle during the recent war, and has a personal view 
on Palestinian youth, in a society where unemployment is 
very high and where young people feel alienated.


